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XECUTiVE DEPARTMENT 
RE: No Name Key Cisterns 

Dear Mr. Reynolds : 

This letter is written in response to the inquiry as to whether the use of rainwater cisterns 
as sources of potable water for residences on No Name Key constitutes an inherent and 
serious public health threat. Additionally, the question is raised as to whether the Monroe 
County Health Department will urge the Aqueduct Authority to provide water service to 
residences that rely on rainwater cisterns for potable water. 

In order to assure that the most current and best science was available to guide this 
response, I consulted with the Bureau of Water Programs of the Division of Environmental 
Health. Following is the guidance received: 

The Bureau of Water Programs endorses the use of residential rainwater cisterns 
for non-potable or potable water uses in residences where they are properly 
installed and maintained. If available, piped potable water from a public system or a 
private well is the preferred source of water for residential water systems due to the 
continuous testing of public water systems and wells that tap a less dynamic source 
of freshwater. However, re cognizing that many areas of Florida do not have access 
to preferred sources, the Florida Plumbing Code (Section 602.3.1) allows for the use 
of rainwater cisterns as water sources for structures. The utilization of cisterns for 
potable use requires treatment to prevent water contamination from 
microbiological pathogens and chemical contaminants. Adequate treatment and 
system construction with food-grade materials has successfully produced safe 
drinking water in remote areas of Florida, the U.S., and the Caribbean for many 
years. The Florida Plumbing Code is administered by the Building Department 
Authority and requires construction based upon sound plumbing and public health 
principles. After construction and approval, the continued operation and 

. maintenance of a cistern treatment system is the responsibility of the property 
owner. The Bureaurecommends that the final tap water be analyzed ana regular 
basis for fecal indicator bacteria such as total coliform and E. coli to validate the 
effectiveness of the cistern water treatment system. Result s of water quality testing 
can also be used to indicate maintenance requirements. 
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It is the position of this department that there are no inherent public health concerns that 
automatically preclude the use of a rainwater cistern for a source of potable water. In fact, 
from a historical perspective, cisterns have been safely utilized throughout the Keys for a 
long period of time. Moreover, I am unable to find any recent report of illness caused by 
drinking water from a cistern. If there are concerns by anyone about the safety of his or her 
drinking water supply, the Monroe County Health Department will test it and provide the 
results of its analysis. 

Given the facts at hand, there are no indications of urgent public health threats arising from 
the use of rainwater cisterns for drinking water by residences on No Name Key. Unless and 
until there are concerns that such threats may exist, it is not within the purview of the 
Monroe County Health Department to urge the Aqueduct Authority to provide water service 
to No Name Key. 

If there are additional questions or matters the Board Members or you wish to discuss, 
please contact me. 

Sincerely, 


