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It is the position of this department that there are no inherent public health concerns that
automatically preclude the use of a rainwater cistern for a source of potable water. In fact,
from a historical perspective, cisterns have been safely utilized throughout the Keys for a
long period of time. Moreover, I am unable to find any recent report of illness caused by
drinking water from a cistern. If there are concerns by any one about the safety of his or her
drinking water supply, the Monroe County Health Department will test it and provide the
results of its analysis.

Given the facts at hand, there are no indications of urgent public health threats arising from
the use of rainwater cisterns for drinking water by residences on No Name Key. Unless and
until there are concerns that such threats may exist, it is not within the purview of the
Monroe County Health Department to urge the Aqueduct Authority to provide water service
to No Name Key.

If there are additional questions or matters the Board Members or you wish to discuss,
please contact me.

Sincerely,

Robert B. Eadie, |D
Administrator



